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29th September 2017 

 
Re: TAN 1 
 
Dear Cabinet Secretary, Lesley, 
 
I am writing to you further to WAQs 74200 and 74201 in relation to TAN 1 and the methodology 
used to calculate housing land supply. 
 
It is widely felt within my constituency that the changes to TAN 1 in 2015 now produce over-
ambitious and unrealistic housing land supply figures. Certainly, the number of applications being 
considered as departures to the Conwy County Borough Council LDP, and in some cases, on 
greenfield land, has been of concern to myself. 
 
As I understand it, prior to the change to TAN 1, under the past building rates method, C.C.B.C. had 
a 7+ year land supply in 2014. Using the residual method, in 2015, this had reduced to less than 5 
years, and now  stands at just over 3 years. It is further understood that, if the past building rates 
method were to be used with today’s figures, the local authority would have an 8.5 year land 
supply. 
 
The vast differences in the figures these different methods provide is concerning, and so too is the 
resulting planning policy the Councils are now forced to consider. As noted above, departure 
applications, applications on greenfield sites, and large-scale development applications in areas 
where public services and infrastructure is simply not in place to cope with the potential increase in 
population. In particular, this is of considerable concerns with regards to GP provision. 
 
I would be most grateful for your particular attention to this matter, and further consideration of 
increasing the flexibility within TAN 1 as regards housing land supply calculation methodology. I 
urge you to seriously deliberate over calls to revert back to the past build rate method, as a far 
more reliable and accurate indicator of housinga land supply. 
 
I look forward to your response on this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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